Diversity Committee Call – October 5, 2010
Attendance: Kate Wood, José Ruiz-Salas, Betsy Uribe, Megan Schook, Elmer Woods, Carrie Jacobs, Alex Flood
Discussion of Diversity Survey – During the Sending Conference, the Diversity Committee asked participants how they felt about the possibility of asking demographic questions as part of the volunteer application. 
Interesting points: Those surveyed were reluctant to ask about religion and income. 
Should we add questions about primary language or languages spoken? Whether someone has lived abroad? Citizenship status?

State Dept wants us to start asking about citizenship – Volunteer Dev Advisory Group discussed this, we may already be moving this direction. 
Jose - We’ll put this out to the Volunteer Dev Advisory Group or structure group?
Volunteer Application form

We should no more the end of this week, Betsy Velluto, Julie Baker and Carrie Jacobs will be meeting on the updates to the volunteer application happening in Global Link.
Research Ideas

Focus Groups: Host families, Returnees 

Kate & Alex – Main focus is Faces of America. How does FOA fit in with the plans of the organization, where do we place “Faces of America” on our website. Go to “About Us” to find any information about FOA. Partnerships page. Where does this program fit? 
FOA – Money is restricted to specific areas, and we have to partner with CBOs to make the money go farther. Current partnerships are strong. Looking for more partnerships so we can send more students.
Where’s diversity on the website? Kate would like to take this on. 
Alex Flood, Betsy Uribe – Limited understanding of the demographics of our sending students, what is the trend? Have things changed significantly over the years? 
Carrie Jacobs & Elmer Woods– Pulling volunteer information
Megan & Jose – African American students, what’s there experience been? Survey 

By Friday have something to present to the National Council 
Make a decision next meeting about our Chair
The committee will elect it’s first chair at its next meeting. 

