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BEFORE MEETING WITH YOUR GUIDANCE COUNSELOR: 


Being prepared is critical


Find out the graduation requirements for your high school and specifically what is required for the time you are gone


Get a catalog or list of classes offered at your high school, and use it to map out your 4 year plan


Become familiar with “The Advantages of Study Abroad? College Advantage?”


Discuss the possibility that you may receive pass/fail grades with your parents while you are abroad


Read the “Tips Section” of the academic credit webpage for other ideas


If possible, visit with other students who have gone abroad from your school to gather further ideas and strategies








SCHEDULE A MEETING WITH YOUR GUIDANCE COUNSELOR


Clear the date with your parents. Having them attend shows their support and keeps them informed. 


Suggest your counselor review the CSIET website school policy


Before you set the appointment, make sure you have the information needed to speak clearly and accurately.





BRING TO THE MEETING


Your parents- their attendance demonstrates your commitment to studying abroad. 


 “The College Advantage,” 


Program Information- country school info, other program info


CSIET Website- anything to print off?


AFS Catalog


The Advantages of Study Abroad”


 “Obtaining Academic Credit Forms”. 


Tips page


Use any of the materials you brought to make your point! 





DURING THE VISIT: 


Speak with Assurance


Introduce your parents.


Explain why this experience is important to you and what you hope to personally gain. Your parents should add their comments of support.


Jointly review and fill out the “Obtaining Academic Credit” document with your counselor.  


Inquire to see if pass/fail grades are an option.


Use AFS catalog or � HYPERLINK "http://www.afsusa.org" ��www.afsusa.org� to make any points that need clarification.


If granting credit is an option, leave the “Obtaining Academic Credit” document for the official to sign and complete. Schedule a time to pick up the completed document.


If the answer is negative, ask who you might speak to about this topic. 











AFTER THE VISIT: 


Send a handwritten “thank you” note whether the answer was negative or positive


If answer was negative, see “Tips to Get Around Roadblocks”


Investigate other avenues to get approval








WHILE YOU ARE AWAY:


If the answer was positive for credit, take several copies of “Obtaining Academic Credit “ with you and set up an appointment to visit with the appropriate official in your host school.


If your U.S. school will not give credit, you can still take the form and get it filled out. Policies may change in your U.S. high school, and it may help in college admission or credit.





After you are back. 


Bring a thank you gift for the school official that helped you go abroad.


Meet with a guidance counselor to present your forms.  


Offer to make a presentation in order to share your experience and intercultural learning with your school and community. 


Check in with guidance counselor if there are any policy changes may affect graduation requirements.
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