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                                   Civilizations Exchange &      

                                              Cooperation Foundation


December 10, 2008

 
RE:  Headscarf in Islam
 
To Whom It May Concern:
 
The purpose of this letter is to shed some light about the importance of headscarf worn by some female Muslims, especially for the schools where exchange students may be part of the student body.
 
It is important to clarify that modest dress and head covers existed before Islam and are practiced by some Christians and Jews alike even today.   The Qur'an, the sacred Islamic scripture, emphasized the importance of the dress code for women when they reach the age of puberty in chapter 24, verse 31 and Prophet Muhammad elaborated on it and explained that covering the hair should not prevent girls and women from conducting their regular daily activities and chores outside the house.    
While you may notice that not all teenage girls choose to wear the headscarf from the time of puberty as it is not something that should be forced, but their choice to begin wearing it is to be supported and respected. 
Recognizing diversity in America and the protection of freedom and the religious rights of the individual is something we are proud to have in this country and something that not all exchange students have been blessed to enjoy in their home countries.  
 
I hope that our school systems throughout the U.S. accommodate all Muslim students when they show interest to join clubs or participate in sports.   
  
Thank you very much for taking this issue into consideration and I hope that our American Institutions continue to set excellent examples for the youth, who are here to gain a better understanding and appreciation of the freedoms that all Americans are so thankful for and willing to sacrifice our lives to protect. 
 
For more questions, please do not hesitate to call me.
 
Thank you.
 
Respectfully,
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Imam Mohamad Bashar Arafat
7745 Paddock Way ( Baltimore, MD 21244 ( 410-944-6077 ( cecf1@aol.com ( www.cecf-net.org

