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Arrival Information for Ecuador 
AFS-USA has asked its partner countries several frequently asked questions to assist you in preparing for your time abroad. Please look over these questions to find out more about what to expect upon arrival and at your orientation. Any further questions should be directed to your Advisor.

Q: Who will meet the participants at the airport? 

A: Staff Members and/or volunteers
Q: Where will they be met at the airport? 

A: Outside the International Arrivals Lounge
Q: How will the participants recognize the AFS volunteers meeting them at the airport? 

A: Staff Members and volunteers will bring an AFS sign
Q: How will the participants get to the orientation site? 
A: AFS Ecuador charters vans or buses to bring participants to the orientation site.  Participants travel with a Staff member or a volunteer.

Q: Where will the orientation take place? 
A: Within the Quito metropolitan area/environs
Q: Will the participants get a tour of the city during the orientation? 

A: Yes.
Q: How long is the orientation?  

A: 2 nights / 1 1/2 days.
Q: In what language(s) will the orientation be conducted? 

A: English
Q: Will there be language instructions at the orientation? 

No.
Q: What type of activities will happen during orientation? 

A: Basic survival expectations, information on logistics.
Q: Should participants prepare a cultural activity or bring a costume for the orientation? 

A: No.
Q: What materials should participants bring them to orientation? 

A: A pen and a notebook.

Q: Will participants have access to their luggage during the arrival orientation? 

A: No, and they have to make sure that no passports, money or other valuables are left in their luggage
Q: Will participants need to pack a separate bag for orientation? Should they pack a towel? 
A: Yes. 
Q: Will participants need money during the orientation? 

A: Yes, for refreshments and snacks between meals
Q: Will participants have a chance to exchange money between the time of arrival and the end of orientation? 

A: No, but we use the US dollar as current tender.

Q: Will participants have access to a telephone which can accommodate long distance calls by using a phone card? Will there be Internet access?

A: No.

Q: How will the participants travel to their host families and when? 

A: Participants will meet their host families right after their arrival orientation camp, i.e. 2 days after they arrive in Ecuador. 
Q: Any other useful information? 

A: Participants must know that despite the baggage limits set by the airlines, the maximum limit by AFS is 20 kilos, in one single bag, plus a small carry-on. Local buses and domestic flights pose severe limitations in the amount of luggage a passenger may travel with.
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