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As an AFSer, you’ll step outside your comfort zone, learn a new language, and become immersed in a new community—but your first challenge may be figuring out how to pay for your program. 

Here are some great strategies to help you achieve your dream of studying abroad. 

Fundraising:  So Much More Than Bake Sales

AFS encourages students to raise a significant portion of the program tuition themselves, and we’ve helped thousands of students over the years with strategies and ideas for fundraising. With the AFS Fundraising Wiki (www.afsusa.org/fundraising) you have 24/7 access to the most successful fundraising ideas ever conjured up by AFS Exchange Students. For example:
· Email Newsletter:  sell subscriptions to a personal e-newsletter that you’ll send to people while you are away (potential amount raised: $500-$3,000)

· Fundraising Dinners:  get food donated, make it yourself, or ask others to help and charge per plate ($150 - $300).  Bonus: as guests are milling around, encourage them to bid on donated items through a silent auction.
· Restaurant/Shop/Bakery “Percentage of the Take”:  partner with a local store and have them donate 10-15% of their profits for one day, then ask all your friends and family to shop there ($50-$500)


Did you know that AFS may be cheaper than staying at home?

· Believe it or not, the average cost per child every year for a U.S. middle class family is over $10,000! AFS program tuition ranges from $5,900 to $10,900, depending on length and destination.

· While it is hard to place a value on the maturity, flexibility, wider worldview, and independence you gain while studying abroad, colleges rate these characteristics highly. This can assist you in getting accepted to college and even give you college credit—which means less classes to pay for! 

· Finally, think of all the money your parents will save on food, gas, and entertainment while you’re away!

Your Local AFS Volunteer:  One of Your Best Resources

There are more than 6,000 AFS Volunteers in the U.S. alone, and they have a lot of experience with students like you.  Let your AFS Volunteer help as you begin to explore the world of possibilities that AFS offers. Once you submit your preliminary application, you’ll receive contact info for a local volunteer who can provide information and advice on fundraisers. There may even be additional scholarships in your area that you may not know about.

www.afsusa.org                                        1-800-876-2377

 “Even more than the financial aid, just knowing that others are behind me is a big encouragement. 

I know this will be a life-changing experience with unimaginable learning and growth. 

I truly hope that I can help others both when I am abroad and when I return.”  

-Katherine, $1,000 scholarship winner, Ghana, Summer 2008

Scholarships
Don’t forget that you can also apply for national scholarships.  Below are just some of the scholarships we offer every year.  Visit www.afsusa.org/scholarships for more information and application materials.
· AFS Global Leaders is our premier need- and merit-based scholarship program, offering partial scholarships toward any year, semester, or summer program.  Once your preliminary application is completed, your next step is to submit your Global Leaders cover sheet and supporting scholarship application forms. Once AFS receives these forms, we’ll calculate your potential award in just one week!  Then it is up to you to move forward and complete the application process.  
* Don’t delay in applying—more generous scholarships and a wider range of AFS programs are available earlier in the school year.  
· AFS Family Awards: AFS awards $200 to any applicant who is an AFS returnee, the child or sibling of an AFS returnee, a former or current AFS host family, or the descendant of an AFS Ambulance Driver
· Congress-Bundestag: AFS-USA is proud to partner with the U.S. Department of State to offer 50 full tuition scholarships for a year of study in Germany.
· NSLI for Youth Programs: Full scholarships for language programs for summer, semester, and year duration. India, Russia, China, Turkey, Egypt, Korea, and Tajikistan
· Toshiyuki Tanaka American Embassy Scholarship: This is a need- and merit-based scholarship awarded through the Pacific Affairs Section (PAS) of the U.S. Embassy in Tokyo and the generosity of Mr. Toshiyuki Tanaka. (Full year)
· Yoshi Hattori Memorial Scholarship: This merit-based, scholarship is designed to promote intercultural understanding and peace, and was created in memory of Yoshi Hattori, an AFS Exchange Student to the U.S. from Japan. (Full year)
· Vaya a América Latina Scholarship: These merit-based scholarships will cover half of the tuition of a summer program to Costa Rica, Panama, or Argentina. 
· YES Abroad Programs: Full scholarships for one year of study in Egypt, Ghana, Indonesia, India, Malaysia, Thailand, and Turkey.  
· AFS-USA also gives away scholarships for country specific programs like Austria, Brazil, and Thailand.
New opportunities may become available; please visit our website for the most up to date information.


As part of our commitment to sending outstanding students abroad, AFS offers nearly $2 million in need- and merit-based scholarships each year. We are proud to offer financial support to students who exemplify the AFS spirit: students who are involved in their communities, have strong academic records, and demonstrate the flexibility and open-mindedness required to succeed as young ambassadors.  AFS is especially committed to supporting students who could not otherwise have an exchange experience, so financial need is considered when awarding most scholarships.
www.afsusa.org                                        1-800-876-2377
AFS is a 501(c)3 nonprofit.
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