Hi everyone!

Thanks for attending last week's OSC meeting. Please take a moment to read the information about the OSC Google Group and the action items (in blue) for our next meeting. Have a wonderful week, and looking forward to seeing some of you this weekend! :)

Cheers, Amanda

Our next meeting will be on: 

Tuesday, October

4-5:15 pm CST
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Explanation of OSC Google Group invitation[image: image2.png]



As you may have noticed, you received an invitation from Aimee Hein to join a google group regarding Obtaining School Credit.  Everyone- PLEASE ACCEPT THIS INVITATION. If you need Aimee to resend the invitation, please email her to let her know (ahein@afs.org).  

We set this group up so that there is a place to house all of the templates people use to gain academic credit, and in a place that is accessible to everyone in our group, not just staff.      Everyone-If you have any templates that you use/know of regarding school credit, it would be a huge help if you could please post them as a document for our google group .  If you are not able to figure out how to post info, please call Aimee Hein at 651-647-6337, ext 2258.

Agenda and Notes for 3rd OSC meeting, Wed, Sept 9th: All action items are highlighted in blue- please review

Agenda

· Review Action Items

· Review where we are at with our process as far as reaching out to schools- are we all set and fairly on track? Jill, any responses yet? Any updates you'd like to give?


Email to sending coordinators went out this past weekend.  A few responses.  Some people already have good contacts at schools, forwarding responses to Jill.  A few of 
those already.  Seemed to open up a can of worms for some people (some responses were "you should work on this instead" etc.  


Jill will forward emails to Amanda of disgruntled people.

· Discuss the survey results- Victoria, brief update. What are the next steps? 

- a few where kids didn't put their high school or their name.  

- Floyd-will talk with orientation leaders about how we need the high school info, and hand the forms back if the stus don't give it.  Floyd is already handing back forms to stus, but will talk to Gateway leaders. 

- When we send this out to recent returnees, we will make this shorter and take off the whole second set of questions.  

· When is the next set of Gateways?  

· Victoria will have the results typed up and send out to the group by Sept 28th 

· Floyd will create flow chart by our next meeting in the first week of Oct, after taking a look at the results of the survey

Notes about working with schools and students on school credit

· If we give them something to work with, they will grant credit.  They need to give something to the state- prove to the state that this qualifies for credit.  

· Potentially talk with the partner countries about what their school systems are: this is the info we have, what do you as the partner country have?  This issue is  a big priority for many of our kids. 

· Amanda- look at the hosting fact sheets on GL, see if we can use the school information in there for sending purposes regarding school credit

· List of what tools we need to get up on the school credit webpage. 


- need to work on the credit form, have an educator take a look at the form  Who do we want to have do this?


- flow chart


- suggestions about starting this process earlier.  Plan ahead more.  If you're looking at AFS,this is something you'll want to consider


- when it comes to core courses (like history)- make a suggestion about things that can be switched around.  When do you want to go? What classes would you normally 

take that year?  Can you take it earlier? later?


- Links to education dept websites? If yes, put in both the parents and schools section. ex: Indiana dept of education- how they handle the credit issue. 


- links to program information pages?


- keep the layout and design in mind when doing this-  make it easy to use

Amanda, put this list on the bottom of each meeting agenda for reference and to build up


We need to be aware that there is enough variety from school to school that you can't say "if this country, then this.  If this country, then that."  


- a selling point to also focus on is that if you can't get credit, AFSers who do a gap program have appreciated using that time to have their mind broadened

· GAP year kids aren't a large concern with school credit info- biggest concern in the process is that they haven't thought about this before going.  Large trend in saying that the kids need to bring back transcripts.  A little worried about this.  Should we create a form that stus can take with them and present to the school?   Improve the form that currently exists.  Bring the AFS form back in a sealed envelope.  Needs to be more room on it for descriptions of classes.  Is there a section for the translation of grades?  

· Do we need to work with international partners on this?  Can we make it a requirement?  No, not really.  Some places don't do the transcripts.  Let's improve this form.  

· There are a number of high schools that won't let the kids go. Do we need to have a list of questions that students can take to their school- they're not asking questions the right way.  Some kids can't even get a certificate of attendance.  Ex: in Italy, it is the ministry of education that provides translation of grades from Italian to the US system.  Negotiated, formal declarations are typically made at the national level there.  

· A lot of these kids don't take this as seriously as they should.  But it's the parents that worry about it. 

· How do we impress upon them the importance of getting this handled before they go?

· If we don't have the info out there as an org, we can't expect the kids to make it a priority.  They think it's not an issue, and of course they are going to get credit.  We need to be careful about how much emphasis we put on this- we still need to send kids, so it's tough to put too much emphasis on this, as it may deter some students.  Seems like a little bit of a bait and switch- can cause some confusion.   Lack of clarity implies there is not a problem, and we need to be more transparent.  Works against the organization to not have this info. While it may not have been an issue in the past, it is in this economy.  

· In addition to bolstering academic credit, we also need to focus on how can we change the tone of the conversation if academic credit isn't possible- we need to put meaning behind the AFS experience.

· Putting out questions to the returnees' parents- do we send a questionnaire to parents of the returnees?  Not really possible- not a lot of emails.  Plus, the  parents of returnees may not have heard from us in two years, so it wouldn't be a good way to say hello.  Things change about getting credit.  

Process of getting info from schools: 

By Aug19th- Jill W will go directly to two schools that she knows well, do the initial research. Find out how schools want to be asked, as well as what their responses are. 

By Aug 21st-  Jill will draft up an email that will go to all AT sending coordinators, asking them to contact two schools that they are familiar with, and ask X questions to either the Assistant principal or head counselor, run it by group for their input

By Aug 26th- group will have responded with their input to the email to go out to sending coordinators

By Aug 28th- Jill will send out the email to all sending coordinators.  The request is to approach the school two weeks after school has started, get info back to us by Sept 30th

By Sept 30th- sending coordinators will have all info back to Jill

future meetings: 

· Jen Peck wants us to remember  we could also pursue the testing angle for college credit, look at that effort as well Should we incorporate this into future surveys that get sent out?

· Getting word out about the new school credit page- Let vols know several times about this new service on the website.  

· tweak AFS OSC form and then send it to an educator to take a look at

· Amanda will look into how we can use the country school info on Global Link for OSC purposes

· Take a look at the hard copy results 

_____________________________________

Amanda Fischer
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AFS USA
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