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Pre-departure and Orientation Information
Partner Country Contact Information:

Country: ARG 


Staff Contact: Mariana Sussanich







Staff Contact: Olivia Estragó
Please answer the following questions as explicitly and clearly as possible to help prepare our participants for their trip. We will provide them with this information, along with any country information (Welcome booklets, safety documents, etc.) that you supply us with.   
1. Please describe what participants can expect to happen upon arrival
a. Who will meet the participants at the airport?

AFS Staff and volunteers.
b. Where will they be met at the airport?

Immediately after they leave the transit area.  If students do not see any AFS person right after, they must wait next to the door they just went through, somebody will come and find them.
c. How will the participants recognize the AFS volunteers meeting them at the airport?

They will be wearing an AFS T-shirt or Jacket on.  They will also have an AFS Sign up for them to visualize once they leave the restricted area.
d. How will the participants get to the orientation site?

By rented bus.  They might need to wait for students from other countries at the airport.
2. Describe what the orientation will be like. Please answer the following questions:

a. Where will the orientation take place?
Buenos Aires suburbs, there will be 2 orientation sites running at the same time.  Most likely participants will be divided, around half of them on each site.
b. Will the participants get a tour of the city during the orientation?

Yes, they will.
c. How long is the orientation? 
2-3 days

d. In what language(s) will the orientation be conducted?
English.
e. Will there be language instructions at the orientation?
No, there will not.
f. What type of activities will happen during orientation?
Argentine culture, AFS Argentina structure, Participant support system, AFS rules are some of the topics discussed at arrival orientation. There are also games, presentations and a Talent show.
g. Should participants prepare a cultural activity or bring a costume for the orientation? 

Yes, it is recommended for them for the Talent Show at the Arrival, and for the different Orientations during the program.
h. What materials should participants bring them to orientation? 
They should read all material ((Welcome booklets, safety documents, etc.) before arrival, but there is no need to bring them along.
3. Will participants have access to their luggage during the arrival orientation?
Yes, they will.  But it is recommended that they have clothes and personal items for the 2-3 day long orientation easily available.
4. Will participants need to pack a separate bag for orientation? Should they pack a towel? 
No towel necessary.  It is recommended that they have clothes and personal items for the 2-3 day long orientation easily available.
5. Will there be participants from other AFS partners attending the orientation? If so, from what countries and approximately how many participants?  

There will be ca. 80 pax at the arrival orientation from over 20 countries.
6. Will participants need money during the orientation? 

All meals and transportation are covered, but they might want to purchase something during the City Tour.  US Dollars are accepted on many places visited.
7. Will participants have a chance to exchange money between the time of arrival and the end of orientation? 
Only at the Airport upon Arrival.  Otherwise they will have to wait until they get to their host communities.
8. Will participants have access to a telephone which can accommodate long distance calls by using a phone card? Will there be Internet access? 
No phone or internet access during Arrival Camp.  Participants will be able to contact Natural Families when arriving at their Host Families.
9. How will the participants travel to their host families and when? 
By bus (less than 1100 km) / by plane (more than 1100 km).  Will be travelling Saturday night or Sunday morning.
10. What are some additional resources participants should review to prepare themselves for arrival and/or orientation? Please include materials, websites, books etc. that student could read in preparation for departure.
They should read all material ((Welcome booklets, safety documents, etc.) provided by AFS ARG before arrival.
They could check Argentina’s official website (in English): http://www.argentina.gov.ar/argentina/portal/paginas.dhtml?pagina=1470
11. How soon after orientation does school begin, if applicable? 

Pax normally arrive at their host communities on a Sunday, and they usually start school right the next day.
12. Any other useful information?  
Students should be prepared for a dynamic and intense Arrival Orientation.  It is expected of them to fully and actively participate and engage in all activities.  
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