Hi all, 

Here are the notes from our Nov meeting.  Ann hasn't yet heard back any comments via email regarding the updates to the AFS Academic Record form (attached) she created.  She did a great job of incorporating the many notes that we made in our Oct meeting, which may be why. :) I will put it on the agenda for our Dec meeting to go over this briefly, but please take an analytical look (along with these meeting minutes) at it before the meeting and come with any changes you'd like to see or things that may be missing- thanks everyone!

Our next meeting will be on: 

Wednesday, December 9th

4:30-5:30 pm CST

Everyone- Please RSVP to Amanda to indicate if you will or will not be able to make it- we may reschedule if several people aren't available

As usual, all action items are in blue

Notes from Nov OSC meeting


- Review action items.  Specific questions: Ann, where are we at with compiling data from the survey?Ann has not received surveys or the chart supposed to email- 

check in with Victoria.  


- Review the documents in the google group- which group does it belong to- school, parents, students, or more than one (Please have the google group open to the google 
    group)


- What do we want to cover in our next meetings?  


- going through the synthesized info that has been collected


- created some text for the different ideas


- hopefully have the evals back by then


- Figure out how to integrate this info into PDOs


- Cultures Shocked online forum- aimed at exchange students- Ann Ruhman will put the quiz up there. 


- Floyd will give out the survey to SH Gateway kids after we shorten it

Important FYI from Ann about No child left behind legislation

They want all kids to graduate high school in 4 years.  If they don't, it will effect schools average yearly progress numbers, and effects their funding.  The AYP (Adequate Yearly Progress) numbers will be affected- this is another reason that  schools may object to having kids go abroad

- There can be exceptions granted to this, but it has to be done on a statewide level- there are exceptions for adjusting graduation rates for certain groups of kids

- If a school wants to grant credit for the courses abroad, it shouldn't effect things.  If the school is being inflexible, it will actually affect funding for them

- If framed correctly, it can actually be a plus for us- by a school saying "we don't grant credit", they are actually shortchanging their funding

OSC Documents in the Google Group

We decided that one person needs to go through and synthesize the information, and then the group can edit it all in the Dec or Jan meeting, with the intention of getting it on www.afs.usa.org

Amanda talk to Aimee- Put EVERYTHING into one document, have the group edit 

Documents that we got through looking at before making this decision to go over it once it's compiled:


AFS School Comparison Chart

· Made by an AFS volunteer

· need to be tweak this a little bit more- used a lot more for hosting at this point in time.  

· Good for general discussion, not getting into the nitty gritty

· Good to use with students, parents, and schools


Academic Credit Tips

· this is the basic gist of the webpage

· this info also needs to be in the PDO

· Change the intention of what it's listing- this is what you should talk to your guidance counselor about

List of what tools we need to get up on the school credit webpage or create for schools 


- need to work on the credit form - Ann 


- Common denominators (info collected from schools, through the AT sending coords) Jill already did that


- flow chart- Floyd 


- suggestions about starting this process earlier.  Plan ahead more.  If you're looking at AFS, this is something you'll want to consider: Aimee incorporate that notation into 
what she's putting together


-  "hear are some potential ways to get around the roadblocks" page (ex: take an online class before you go, take a extra courses after you are back)


- when it comes to core courses (like history)- make a suggestion about things that can be switched around.  When do you want to go? What classes would you normally 

take that year?  Can you take it earlier? later? Aimee incorporate that


- Links to education dept websites? If yes, put in both the parents and schools section. ex: Indiana dept of education- how they handle the credit issue.  would be beneficial, 
but probably too tricky.  Maybe something to tackle in the future.  Stage 2- Maybe the sending coordinators know where to look on the website- ask them for the info?


- links to program information pages?   Build into website- Amanda, talk to emarketing about this 




- keep the layout and design in mind when doing this-  make it easy to use


- School Credit Promise Letter (from Anne Davis in GPS, now on the google group doc list) Use this at the PDO if we are going to address the school credit there.   Maybe it 
could go out in one of the preparation packets.  Floyd will be working with the PDO group about working on credit.  AFS volunteer keeps a copy, and the student takes one 
home, the school keeps a copy. Record of the fact they have the conversation.  Put this as part of the academic credit form.  Ann will take a stab at making this part of the 
academic credit form.  Good to get the school involved up front- will be impressive for the schools that the kids are clear about what they will be doing.  


Academic form- two parts: before you go, while you are abroad- the more official we can make it look, the more serious schools will take it


- Combine some of this info into a "school handbook"  Give it to the schools and say “Here is what we know and you can develop credit policies from here.”  Stage 2 


Check in with schools- do you want to see this info in a hardcopy

future meetings: 

· Getting word out about the new school credit page- Let vols know several times about this new service on the website.  

_____________________________________

