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AFS Alumni Ambassadors

Numerous men and women who began their international careers as AFS students now play a major role in world diplomacy.
All of the individuals named on this page were AFS students. They represent many other former AFS participants who also
work in the diplomatic service of their countries.

Frances Adamson

Deputy High Commissioner
of Australia to the United
Kingdom

Hamidon Ali
Ambassador of Malaysia to
the United Nations

Markus Orn Antonsson
Ambassador of Iceland to
Canada

Christopher Bo Bramsen
Chief of Protocol, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Denmark

Jamie Buenahora
Consul General of Colombia
in New York

R. Nicholas Burns

Former Under Secretary for
Political Affairs, U. S.
Department of State

Chan Heng Wing
Ambassador, Consul General
of Singapore in Shanghai

Poul Skytte Christoffersen
Ambassador of Denmark to
Italy, Cyprus and Malta
Hans Dalgren

State Secretary for Foreign
Affairs, Sweden

Déamaso de Lario-Ramirez
Ambassador of Spain to
Indonesia, Singapore and East
Timor

José Alfredo de Grage Lima
Ambassador, Consul General of
Brazil in New York

John R. Haglelgam

Regent Professor, College of
Micronesia

Former President of Micronesia

Jorge Hernandez Alcerro
Minister of Government and
Justice of Honduras; Former
Ambassador to the United
Nations

Hannu Himanen

Under Secretary of State,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Finland

Matei Hoffman

Ambassador, Permanent
Representative of Germany to
the Organization for Economic
Co-operation and Development

James Holmes

President and Chief Executive,
the American-Turkish Council,
Washington, D.C.

Kuniko Inoguchi

Minister of State for Gender
Equality of Japan and Member
of the House of Representatives,
Japan

Wolfgang Ischinger
Ambassador of Germany to the
United Kingdom

Gunkatsu Kano

Ambassador of Japan to the
Vatican

Yoriko Kawaguchi

Member of the House of
Councillors, Former Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Japan

Kunihiko Makita
Ambassador of Japan to

Egypt

Gabriele Matzner-Holzer
Ambassador of Austria to
the United Kingdom

Jorunn Maehlum
Ambassador of Norway to
Tanzania

Tadashi Nagai
Ambassador of Japan to
Serbia and Montenegro

Ng Ser Nagai
Ambassador of Singapore to
Norway and Hungary

Seiichiro Noboru

Special Assistant to the
Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Japan

Sadaaki Numata
Ambassador of Japan to
Canada

Gotaro Ogawa
Ambassador of Japan to
Denmark

Masamitsu OKi
Ambassador of Japan of
Kuwait

Christian Oldenburg
Ambassador of Denmark to
Iraq

Elbio Rosselli Frieri
Ambassador of Uruguay
to the European Union
and Belgium

Jahangir Saadat
Ambassador of
Bangladesh to France,
Permanent Delegate of
Bangladesh to UNESCO
Yasuo Saito
Ambassador of Japan to
Saudi Arabia

Nikolaus Scherk
Ambassador, Head of
the Department of Asian
Affairs, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Austria

Toshinori Shigeie
Ambassador of Japan to
Okinawa

Kunio Shimizu
Ambassador of Japan to
Algeria

Sérgio Floréncio
Sobrinho

Ambassador of Brazil to
Ecuador

Michael Sternberg
Ambassador of Denmark
of India and Sri Lanka
Madeleine Stroje-
Wilkens

Ambassador of Sweden
to Iceland

Naotoshi Suguichi
Ambassador of Japan to
Romania



Karl Diem
Ambassador of Austria to
Bulgaria

William A. Eaton
Ambassador of the United
States of Panama

Jan Eliasson

President of the UN General
Assembly; Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Sweden

Fabio Fabbri
Ambassador of Italy to the
Ukraine

Lise Favre

Former Ambassadro of
Switzerland to the Philippines
and Micronesia

Denis Feldmeyer
Ambassador of Switzerland
to Pakistan and Afghanistan

Ricardo Fiegelist Schmidt
Ambassador of Chile to Syria

César Gaviria

Chief, Colombian Liberal
Party; Former Secretary
General, The Organization of
American States; Former
President of Colombia

Michael Geier
Ambassador of Germany to
Korea

Zalmay Kahlilzad
Ambassador of the United States
to Iraqg

Shinichi Kitajima
Ambassador, Permanent
Representative of Japan to the
Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development

Hans-Ulrich Klose

Deputy Chairman, Foreign
Relations Committee of the
German Bundestag; Chairman of
the German-American
Parliamentary Group

Maija Lahteenmaki
Ambassador of Finland to Spain
and Andorra

Hans Fredrik Lehne
Ambassador of Norway to
Madagascar

Sten Lilholt
Ambassador of Denmark to the
Vatican

José Angel Lopez Jorrin
Ambassador, Directorate of
Europe, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Spain

Ragne Birte Lund
Ambassador for Children and
Youth, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Norway

Juan Prat
Ambassador for Mediterranean
Affairs, Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, Spain
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Kenzo Oshima
Ambassador of Japan to the
United Nations

Seiichiro Otsuka
Ambassador of Japan to
Sweden and Latvia

Maximo Pacheco Gomez
Ambassador of Chile to the
Vatican

Ruth Pearce
Ambassador, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Australia

Gerhard Pfanzelter
Ambassador of Austria to
the United Nations

Rogelio Pfirter
Director-General, The
Organization of the
Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons, The Hague,
Netherlands

José Vicente de Sa
Pimentel

Ambassador of Brazil to
India

Leela Ponappa
Ambassador of India to the
Netherlands

Ole Lgnsmann Poulsen
Ambassador of Denmark to
Sweden
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Amos Tincani
Ambassador, Head of
Delegation of the
European Commission
to Barbados and Eastern
Caribbean

Roberto Toscano
Ambassador of Italy to
Iran

Toshio Tsunozaki
Ambassador of Japan to
Kazakhstan and
Kyrgyzstan

Helmut Tuerk
Ambassador of Austria
to the Vatican

Itaru Umezu
Ambassador of Japan to
Austria, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Macedonia
and Slovenia

Percy Westerlund
Ambassador, Head of
Delegation of the
European Commission
to Norway and Iceland

Martin Wilkens
Ambassador of Sweden
to Chile

Motohide Yoshikawa
Director-General,
Middle Eastern and
African Affairs Bureau,
Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Japan

Thomas Robertson
Ambassador of the
United States to Slovenia



