Hi everyone, 

Thanks for a great meeting! Please see all action items, outlined below in blue. Also, please register for the webinar for our next meeting- once you register, it will send you a reminder the day before. Have a good month, and looking forward to see what we all come up with regarding our action items!  Aimee, please post these notes in the OSC google group, as well as the SAGe google group.

Cheers, Amanda

Our next OSC meeting will be on 

Thursday, April 15th

4:30-6:00 pm CST

Notes from March 3rd OSC meeting

1) Review edits/suggestions to the Academic Record Form made by the SAGe and Student Services 

<See other Attachments for March 3rd OSC meeting!>
 NEXT STEPS for academic credit forms: 


Amanda- change the charts on the forms to be fillable word format (not changed yet, but will be changed eventually)


Everyone on OSC- run the forms by any counselors you know, and bring the feedback to the April OSC meeting

Ann R will run the survey by the kids

Amanda- Bring it up with the returnee committee, to see if they can put it on an upcoming agenda to review

2) Go over the results of our OSC survey that Ann R posted (33 responses so far from the Cultures Shocked forum she posted in, 10 from FB, and 44 from gateways!)

.  

3)  ideas for webpages

Suggested steps page- overall process of what a student goes through to get academic credit.  Floyd will draft before our next meeting (notes below)

 "Tips on getting around the roadblocks" page (ex: take an online class before you go, take a extra courses after you are back)when it comes to core courses (like history)- make a suggestion about things that can be switched around.  When do you want to go? What classes would you normally take that year?  Can you take it earlier? later?  Use information from the surveys we collected  Ann Ruhman will write the rough draft before our next meeting

What other pages do we want/need?

Suggested steps NOTES

Visually- Put in footprints, stepping stones, or steps

1) Counselor Appointment

Preparing for your counselor visit: 

 Be prepared and look over the form and it's directions in advance




Find out what the graduation requirements are for your high school




Know what program you are participating in, and what semester/year/summer you will abroad

take a look at the country specific information on the www.afsusa.org.  Print this off and bring with you to the counselor visit

talk with previous exchange students in your school, school district, state or online in your state.  What was their experience, what were their obstacles, how did they overcome it?  Requirements and challenges will vary from school to school

Read the "Advantages of Study Abroad" - you need to be able to advocate to your parents and guidance counselor why this is a valuable experience

Print off the college advantage flyer, and bring with you to the counselor visit

Potential of referring to the college advantage study?

 Talk with the parents about pass/fail vs actual grades before you go to the counselor.  

Set up an appointment with your guidance counselor in order to go over the Obtaining Academic Credit form: US Schools.  

Contact afsinfo@afs.org if you no longer have your catalog (you will want to bring it with you to the counselor appointment)

Contact your local sending coordinator to see if they have any suggestions about working with your school, or how things work in their state

GOES IN TIPS SECTION: If you are going abroad in your senior year, talk with any colleges you are looking at applying to before you leave, 

Decide on your preferred program length/countries/language

Invite your parents when possible

During your counselor visit: 

bring coffee or some small snack

volunteer to put them on your blog list or email list

bring a catalog, college advantage flyer, and the advantages of study abroad handout for the counselor to keep

Discuss with how the grading will work with the counselor. 

After your counselor visit: 

Bring back the 

If they do tell you no, what are some other avenues you can take to get it overruled?  Refer to tips getting around on roadblocks

2) While you are away

Take a few copies of the Obtaining Academic Credit form with you. f you switch schools for any reason, you get documentation from all of the schools that you attend.  

Let them know that you will need transcripts in the beginning

Find out who the administrator is that you will need to get a signature from.  Introduce yourself to your administrator, give them a token of gratitude from your city or home school, thank them for having you at their school, as well as a copy of the Obtaining School Credit: Host School, letting them know that you will be coming to them at the end of your time there.  

