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Arrival Information for Thailand 

AFS-USA has asked its partner countries several frequently asked questions to assist you in preparing for your time abroad. Please look over these questions to find out more about what to expect upon arrival and at your orientation. Any further questions should be directed to your Advisor.

Q: Who will meet the participants at the airport? 
A: Staff or volunteer,
Q: Where will they be met at the airport? 
A: At the baggage claim area.
Q: How will the participants recognize the AFS volunteers meeting them at the airport? 
A: All staff or volunteer will wear AFS Thailand t-shirt.
Q: How will the participants get to the orientation site? 
A: By van, bus or taxi escort by staff or volunteer
Q: Where will the orientation take place? 
A: At the hotel in Bangkok.
Q: Will the participants get a tour of the city during the orientation? 
A: Depend on each advisor or coordinator before leaving to their community.
Q: How long is the orientation?
A:  2 – 5 days depend on the arrival date of each country.
Q: In what language(s) will the orientation be conducted? 
A: English.
Q: Will there be language instructions at the orientation? 
A: Yes. 
Q: What type of activities will happen during orientation? 
A: Getting to know each other and Group Rotation: expectation of hostfamily, host school, friends and culture.
Q: Should participants prepare a cultural activity or bring a costume for the orientation? ‘

A: Yes, for the Welcome party. 
Q: What materials should participants bring them to orientation? 

A: Welcome booklet.
Q: Will participants have access to their luggage during the arrival orientation?

A: Yes.
Q: Will participants need to pack a separate bag for orientation? Should they pack a towel? 

A: No need as everything was provided by staff and volunteers.
Q: Will there be participants from other AFS partners attending the orientation? If so, from what countries and approximately how many participants?  

A: Yes. From Europe, Latin American, etc.

Q: Will participants need money during the orientation? 
A: No.
Q: Will participants have a chance to exchange money between the time of arrival and the end of orientation? 

A: Yes.
Q: Will participants have access to a telephone which can accommodate long distance calls by using a phone card? Will there be Internet access? 
A: Yes, but they need to pay extra money. 
Q: How will the participants travel to their host families and when? 

A: By bus or train or car or plane depend on each advisor or coordinator who escort them to their community after finishing the orientation at the last day.  
Q: What are some additional resources participants should review to prepare themselves for arrival and/or orientation? Please include materials, websites, books etc. that student could read in preparation for departure.
A: AFS rules and understanding for their objective to attend AFS program as well as read the Welcome booklet and Thai Social Etiquettes.
Q: How soon after orientation does school begin, if applicable? 

A: For SH program will be around 1 month but summer program will immediately start after arriving to their community.
Q: Any other useful information?  

A: Students should understand the travel policy and AFS program is not travel agent. 
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