SIAFS

Country and Program Information at AFS

There are a number of different sources for finding country and program information at AFS-USA.

Terms

Country information refers to information about the culture, geography, language, and education
systems within an AFS partner country; this information is provided by the AFS partner country every
cycle and is, in turn, provided to students, staff and volunteer by the Program Services department.

Program information refers to information regarding specific programs and is provided, in part, by the
partner country and organized by AFS International.

Where to Find Country Information

AFS-USA Website: Country information is available on the AFS-USA website (www.usa.afs.org),
under the “Be an Exchange Student” and the “Gap-Year Programs” sections. This information includes:

¥ Descriptions about the country’s culture, geography, cuisine, language, education, religion, and

fun facts;

¥ Slideshows of photos taken by students, volunteers and staff

¥ AFS-USA student blogs from that country

¥ Student testimonials
AFS-Wiki: More detailed information for volunteers and staff (including recommendations on which
countries may be a good match for students) can be found in the AFS-Wiki (www.afswiki.org; search
‘Country Information’). The information discussed here includes:

¥ Placement realities

¥ Travel information

¥ Academic criteria

¥ Relative Scholarships and Sponsored Programs information
Global Link: AFS-International organizes further information from AFS partner countries to be housed
in Global Link. .
Program Management': Some AFS partner countries update Program Management with country
information; this will fade out with the introduction of Global Link at AFS-USA.

Where to Find Program Information

AFS-USA Website: There is a webpage for each program offered for students coming from the United
States. These can be found by clicking on the “Be an Exchange Student” and the “Gap-Year Programs”
sections, choosing the desired country and then selecting the appropriate program offered in that
country. Information includes:

¥ Eligibility criteria

¥ Program descriptions

¥ Visa and travel information

% A general outline of orientation and arrival activities
Global Link: Program information, as supplied by partner countries, can also be found within Global
Link.

Who to contact?

For more information about general country and program information, contact the Program Information
Specialist. For questions about individual country requirements not mentioned within the above-mentioned
resources, contact the appropriate Program Advisor.

"The use of Program Management and the Warehouse is generally discouraged. The necessary program and country information will be
found on the AFS-USA website, the AFS-W ki and additional information may be included in Global Link.



