AFS-USA National Council Oath of Office 

I join the National Council with the understanding that I represent, and speak for, all volunteers of AFS-USA.

I will act at all times in accordance with the AFS mission and values, and I will exhibit intercultural understanding and awareness in my dealings with all volunteers, staff, and participants.  

I understand the importance of my role on the National Council, and will place this position first among my other responsibilities to AFS and any other volunteer commitment.

I accept this challenge and will do my personal best to honor the confidence the National Volunteer Assembly has given me by this election.

I will come to all meetings, and will be thoroughly prepared beforehand by the background information that will be sent out prior to each meeting.

I will learn as much as possible about AFS and all of its regional and organizational parts, knowing that I have the responsibility to think and act on the local, regional, national and international levels.

I will accept the responsibility to communicate the issues before us, and our solutions to those issues, in a prescribed, direct way to the volunteers, in a timely manner.

I will serve as a National Council Chair, Vice-Chair, Committee Chair, or active member of one of the National Council standing committees, and will also serve on one of the National Council’s Advisory Groups.   I understand that the work of the National Council and the success of our programs are dependent on my acceptance of this commitment. 

I will respect the experience, expertise, and judgment of the senior staff that sit with us on the National Council and will honor the staff/volunteer partnership so that together we will cooperatively work to strengthen the organization.

When the volunteer members of the National Council  meet as ‘volunteers only’ at prescribed times during our face to face meetings, and on some phone calls,  the results of those conversations, and ‘volunteer only’ correspondence, will be strictly confidential.  The official sharing of information will be done only by the Chair, when appropriate, so that the National Council speaks as ‘one voice’.

I recognize the significance of the National Council and will do all in my power to honor its responsibility.

____________________________________________                            __________________________

Signature






          Date

_____________________________________________

Print Name
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