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	Host Family Application Instructions




Congratulations on your decision to apply to host an AFS Student from another country! We hope this will be a richly rewarding experience for you, your family and friends. Completing the AFS Host Family Application is an important step. The information will serve two purposes: to help ensure an appropriate placement and to introduce your family to your AFS son or daughter, allowing him or her to get a first impression of what to expect as a member of your family.

We must have a complete application on file before we can assign an AFS student to your family. Please submit all of the forms (via online application, electronic Word document, or paper application) to your local volunteer or your Regional AFS Service Center in order to begin the screening process. To obtain information on how to complete an application online, as well as contact information for your designated Regional Service Center, please refer to ‘Submitting your Application’ below.
Please note: The Department of State does not deem appropriate the placement of exchange participants with host families receiving financial needs-based government subsidies for food or housing. Such families, by definition, lack sufficient financial resources to meet fully the financial obligations associated with hosting an exchange student. 
SUBMITTING YOUR APPLICATION

The preferred method of submitting a host family application is online. To receive an email with a link to the online host family application, login information and a password, contact your local AFS volunteer or Regional Service Center. If you decide to submit an electronic or paper application, please be sure to print a copy to keep for your records.

Western Regional Service Center 
(AK, AZ, CA, CO, HI, ID, MT, NM, NV, OR, UT, WA, WY)

506 SW 6th Ave, 2nd Fl

Portland, OR  97204

1-800-876-2377 / Fax: 503-419-9625 / Email: westernhosting@afs.org
Central States Regional Service Center 
(AR, IA, IL, IN, KS, LA, MI, MN, MO, ND, NE, OK, SD, TX, WI)

2356 University Ave. West, Suite 424

St. Paul, MN  55114

1-800-876-2377 / Fax: 651-647-6628 / Email: hosting@afs.org
Eastern Regional Service Center 
(AL, CT, DC, DE, FL, GA, KY, MA, MD, ME, MS, NC, NH, NJ, NY, OH, PA, RI, SC, TN, VA, WV)

231 E. Baltimore St., 15th Fl

Baltimore, MD  21202

1-800-876-2377 / Fax: 410-539-5636 / Email: hosting@afs.org
FORMS TO BE COMPLETED BY THE HOST FAMILY


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Application Cover


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Form A: Host Family Information


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Form B: Introduction to Family and Community


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Form C: Parent’s Statement and Reference Contact


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Confidential Form


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Form F: Host Family Agreement


 FORMCHECKBOX 

3 Host Family Reference Forms - Please give these pages to three people who can attest to your suitability to be an AFS host family.


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Family Photographs - Please attach recent photos of your family and home. AFS requires photos of the outside of your 
   
              home, bedroom where the participant will sleep, and living/dining areas. Additional photos are most welcome.

It is understood that in the course of its determining the suitability of any candidates for host parenting, AFS-USA may seek
relevant 
information through a criminal background check by a reputable firm. This background check will be free of charge to
the candidate.
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	Host Family Application Instructions (Cont.)




FORMS TO BE RETAINED BY THE HOST FAMILY


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Copy of Form F: Host Family Agreement


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
U.S. State Department Code of Federal Regulations

FORMS TO BE SUBMITTED BY AN AFS VOLUNTEER


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Form D: Host Family Interview


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Form E: School Information


 FORMCHECKBOX 

School Placement Acceptance Form


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Liaison information to AFS staff via mail, email, or Global Link
INSTRUCTIONS FOR DOUBLE PLACEMENTS (HOSTING TWO EXCHANGE STUDENTS AT ONE TIME)

For families wishing to host more than one exchange student at the same time (through AFS or through AFS and another program)
the following paperwork must be submitted:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

High School Consent Form OR signed PAFs for both students (obtained by the local volunteer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Host Family Consent Form (obtained by the local volunteer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Student and Natural Parents Consent Form (obtained by AFS Regional Hosting staff)

These letters must have specific wording. Please contact your Regional Hosting Coordinator for templates of the consent forms, or download them from the AFS Wiki (keyword: “double placement forms”). The U.S. Department of State requires that all signed consent forms are received by AFS USA prior to the second student moving into the home.

NOTE: Students who speak the same native language may not be placed in double placements.
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