Intro Page
Getting credit for your exchange experience depends on 4 entities:  You, your parents, your U.S. school, and your host school abroad.  Frequently, there is no policy about granting academic credit to students who study abroad.  Being the trailblazer at your school might entail talking to guidance counselors, principals, and school boards.   It is your responsibility to make sure you understand what has to happen. You’ll need to discuss and review your options with your parents and U.S. school to lay a solid foundation before you go abroad.

To help you in your journey to get academic credit, AFS has created the following resources:

· Obtaining Academic Credit documents 

· Obtaining Academic Credit: US School Form
· Obtaining Academic Credit: Host Country Form

· Academic Credit Flow Chart

· Tips on Obtaining Academic Credit for your AFS Experience

· Country Pages with School Information
_________________________________________________________________________________
Tips on Obtaining Academic Credit for your AFS Experience

Note: Use this with the Academic Credit Flow Chart
General Keys to Success:
· Start the process of speaking to your school and determining what you need to graduate as early as possible.  
· Be polite, persistent, and flexible.
· Schools have an accepted hierarchy.  Work within the accepted “chain of command” in your quest for credit- start with your guidance counselor.
· Be informed- do your research before your counselor visit.

· Consider fulfilling as many graduation requirements as possible before you go
Tips for your guidance counselor meeting:
· Discuss core credit and elective credit – what classes will count?
· Be sure to emphasize that you (the student) are taking responsibility for obtaining the required documentation.
· Have your counselor fill out the Obtaining Academic Credit: US School Form and have all parties sign.  Take a copy with you to your host country, leave a copy with your counselor and a copy with your parents.

· Discuss pass/fail as an option versus grades.
· Discuss what happens if your host school does not give grades to exchange students.

· Discuss whether or not grades from your host school will be counted in your GPA.

· Use the school descriptions (located in the country specific pages) to discuss with your counselor what classes might transfer.

· Use “The College Advantage” flyer and be able to articulate why this experience is educational.

· Ask your guidance counselor if there are any other issues or scenarios that should be discussed.

While you are abroad:

· Take the Obtaining Academic Credit: Host Country Form with you and ask your host school to fill it out.

· Send your guidance counselor a brief update once a quarter. (postcard or email)

· Ask one (or more!) of your host school teachers to write a letter describing your performance in their class.

· At the end of the year, ask for a transcript.

· Make a detailed description of each class you take and bring home examples of work.

· Bring home your schedule of classes.

What to do if the initial answer to obtaining credit for studying abroad is “No”:
· Be persistent.  Enlist the aid of your parents and the local AFS volunteers.  Don’t be afraid to move up the hierarchy to principal, superintendent and school board.  
· Pose the question “How would you evaluate my credit if I were an international transfer student moving into the area?”  The school may already have an existing policy to handle transfer students, which may apply to your situation. 

· Ask if receiving a “pass” (rather than grade) on the transcript would be a better option. 

Other options for obtaining academic credit:

· Online classes – most states have a “virtual high school” students can access and many universities offer online classes. (Note that AFS does not recommend taking online classes while on exchange, but they can be taken before or after your experience)
· Can required classes be taken in a non-traditional order?  Example:  Take senior English as a junior or vice versa  

· Summer school

· Dual enrollment/take a class at your community college 
· Test out of classes

· Take additional classes (ex: independent study, taking a class rather than study hall, etc)
· Doubling up on classes (ie:  2 English, 2 history)

· Ask if you can get credit by passing the final exams

Other Possibilities:

· Delay your graduation date if you aren’t able to get enough credits
· Obtain high school diploma by passing the GED

· Apply to colleges under Early Acceptance/Admission policies 
