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Pre-departure and Orientation Information
Partner Country Contact Information:

Country: MEX


Staff Contact: YEZMIN CALVILLO/ HOSTING




Please answer the following questions as explicitly and clearly as possible to help prepare our participants for their trip. We will provide them with this information, along with any country information (Welcome booklets, safety documents, etc.) that you supply us with.   
1. Please describe what participants can expect to happen upon arrival
a. Who will meet the participants at the airport? Volunteers and staff
b. Where will they be met at the airport? At the international arrival gate 
c. How will the participants recognize the AFS volunteers meeting them at the airport? The volunteers  and staff will wear an AFS sign
d. How will the participants get to the orientation site? The participants will be taken to the orientation site by bus supervised by staff and volunteers
2. Describe what the orientation will be like. Please answer the following questions:

a. Where will the orientation take place? 
b. Will the participants get a tour of the city during the orientation? No
c. How long is the orientation? 2 days 
d. In what language(s) will the orientation be conducted? In English, perhaps French and German too.
e. Will there be language instructions at the orientation? No.
f. What type of activities will happen during orientation? Group dynamics focused on explaining how the program works, the rules and procedures and adaptation insights. 
g. Should participants prepare a cultural activity or bring a costume for the orientation? Yes, for the talent show, it is necessary to bring a costume or their national flag, and some traditional music too.
h. What materials should participants bring to orientation? Pictures-video, music, national flag, national costume.
3. Will participants have access to their luggage during the arrival orientation?
Yes, but sometimes having access is not that easy, thus it is important that participants can bring a back pack with some clothes for the orientation camp for 2 days.
4. Will participants need to pack a separate bag for orientation? Should they pack a towel? 

Sure, it is necessary to bring a towel and some clothes, including jackets. 

5. Will there be participants from other AFS partners attending the orientation? If so, from what countries and approximately how many participants?  Yes, there will be other students from AFS partners attending same orientation. Countries participant´s AUT, BFL, BFR, BRA, CAN, CZE, DEN, FIN, FRA, GER, HUN, JPN, NED, NOR, NZL, SUI, SWE and THA. About 100 students.
6. Will participants need money during the orientation? 
Not all the costs are covered.  Perhaps only some pocket money to buy extra bottles of water or a snack.
7. Will participants have a chance to exchange money between the time of arrival and the end of orientation? Participants who want to exchange money should do it at the airport, before leaving towards the orientation site.
8. Will participants have access to a telephone which can accommodate long distance calls by using a phone card? Will there be Internet access? 
No.
9. How will the participants travel to their host families and when? 
At the end of the arrival camp, on 23rd, August, 2009 they will travel by bus or airplane depending on their host community distance.
10. How soon after orientation does school begin, if applicable? 
This must depend on how the student feels; next day, Monday 24, August 2009.
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