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Dear School Counselor, 


Thank you very much for working with our AFS international exchange students.    Founded in 1947, AFS Intercultural Programs is the original high school student exchange program.  Based on our experience, here is a little information that may help you to understand our students better as you try to develop a schedule for them, and follow their progress this coming year.

· Academically, AFS students are usually very strong, although the school systems they come from vary widely, just as you find in the U.S.  School is an important part of the exchange student's experience.  It is a good idea to place them in appropriately challenging classes so they will meet their intellectual peers in the classroom, rather than in "easy" classes with students who are less likely to share their interests.  A nice mix of appropriately challenging classes, and easier electives (subjects that they may not have available at home) serves our students' needs best.  Tip:  It may help to let them look through the math textbooks to determine the appropriate math level.

·  While exchange students have varying degrees of English skills in the beginning, by the end of October or November they will be doing much, much better.  We recommend a schedule that a student can "grow into" rather than one that reflects his or her language skills right now. It is important that the student not "lose ground" academically while here. In preparing a schedule for this student, please try to determine which classes the student may need in order to re-enter school and/or take required examinations upon his or her return home.

· It is very beneficial if the AFS student can have one or two classes with peer interaction, depending on skills and interests, such as drama, choir, art, yearbook, journalism, team sports, etc.  

· AFS students' English improves rapidly.  Unlike an ESL student, an exchange student goes home to an English-speaking home, and this makes a remarkable difference.  Except in rare cases, it is best NOT to put the AFS student in an ESL class, even if he or she is struggling with English right now.   In our years of experience with AFS, we have invariably found that students placed in ESL classes are slower to pick up English, and have more difficulty making English-speaking friends.  However, it might be appropriate, for instance, to put a Spanish speaker in an AC or AP Spanish class, to serve as a resource for the teacher and classmates.  In return, the AFS student would meet English speakers who are interested in befriending him/her.

· All AFS students should take a U.S. History and/or Government/Civics class and an English class.

· AFS students generally take school seriously, and can contribute interesting perspectives to classroom discussions.   AFS expects students to attend regularly, and maintain good conduct.  If the AFS participant is disruptive in school, has attendance problems, or is showing insufficient effort in class, we would appreciate knowing immediately.  We are able to take steps to remedy any problems through AFS channels, including communicating with the students' natural parents. 

· AFS tells students that Class Level assignment and granting of a diploma is at the school's discretion.  If the student asks about this, you may want to give me a call.   AFS does not guarantee any student a diploma, but we do try to help students be placed fairly so they do not lose a year back home, or in some cases, end up in the army, as a result of their time here.

· It is not necessary (or even desirable) to place the student in classes with a teen host sibling. Sometimes this can create an uncomfortable situation. On the other hand, sometimes shared interests (such as drama or art) require the AFSer and the host sibling to be together, which is fine. 

Please communicate any concerns regarding this student to a local AFS Volunteer immediately, so we can help resolve any problems right away.  Each student is assigned a volunteer liaison who will contact you in September.  You may also contact me directly, at any time, with your questions or concerns. 

As a beneficiary myself of an AFS year, I know the experience is transformational.  Former AFS participants are now making the world a better place in big and little ways.  Many are helping to lead governments, serving as ambassadors, or leading NGO's; others are leading productive everyday lives.  Today's high school exchanges are playing an important role in people-to-people diplomacy, building bridges of friendship, helping to convey to the rest of the world what Americans are really like.  These high school student exchange students will never forget their AFS year, nor the people that helped them to have a successful year.  Thank you very much for your help with the AFS exchange students!

Sincerely,

Sharon Held

Volunteer Coordinator

AFS Washtenaw Chapter 

2185 Churchill Dr.

Ann Arbor, MI 48103

(734) 995-1605

sharon.held@sbcglobal.net

