Next OSC Meeting:

 Tuesday, Nov 3rd

5:00-6:30 pm CST

Action Items are in blue below for:


- Amanda


- Ann Ruhman


- Victoria


- Floyd

Nina and Jill, would either of you be willing/able to compile a new form based off of the notes below?  Please let me know.  Thanks!

Notes from Tues, Oct 6th OSC meeting

· Has everyone accepted the invite for the google group?  Purpose of the google group- place to house all of the templates people use to gain academic credit, and in a place that is accessible to everyone in our group- Amanda- Have Aimee resend the invite.  

· Jill gives update - results for having  sending coords reaching out to schools


- See attached report    [attachment "OSC to schools Survey Results, Sept 09.doc" deleted by Rick Landrum/UMN/USA/AFSIP] 


-  put this everywhere-the common denominators are critical- get it out there in as many places as possible, probably not the individual states 



-  webpage



- wiki



- sending memo



- PDO


- Use these results to talk with students on an individual basis- plan ahead


- This is what schools consistently need- gives students and families a place to start. can't guarantee anything, but take this list and go to your school


- hear are some ways to get around the roadblocks


- Amanda- follow up with Jen Bricker- Can we let partner countries know that our kids will be trying to get transcripts, and these are the things that our kids will be looking 


for- only an FYI to keep the partners informed of what we are working on, what our kids are striving for.  

· Discuss the OCS survey results, sent out by Victoria.  


- Victoria will send the results to Ann Ruhman, who will put it together for analysis.  


- Victoria will also send the spreadsheet via email to Ann Ruhman and Amanda. 


- Once Ann R gets the results and gets a chance to take a look at them, she'll schedule a meeting with Amanda to discuss what to include. 


- We have some unnecessary questions in the survey- this is showing us that we need to redirect a little bit, and figure out where our holes are.  


- Do we want  to try and get more information (to confirm what we suspect with better statistical results), maybe redo the student survey and catch the Winter departure students, 

or also try to get more schools to respond to the sending survey and try to get all states.  

· Take a look at the hosting fact sheets on GL- is this what we are looking for?  How can we use this info?


- Amanda will ask Jen B- can we maybe get link to this on the country pages or in the student portal that would take? Give students and vols access to it? 

· Tweak AFS Academic Record form and then send it to an educator to take a look at

http://www.usa.afs.org/downloads/files/USA/Academic_Record_Form.pdf

- Talked at length about different edits that should be made- Notes below- Are any of the volunteers in the group willing/able to compile a new form based off of the 


notes?


- Once it is updated, give the Academic Record form to students at the PDO, so it puts everyone on the same page. 

Notes about improving the Academic Record form that currently exists- Numbers correspond to the numbers on the attached, scanned form

[attachment "Changes to make- academic record form.pdf" deleted by Rick Landrum/UMN/USA/AFSIP] 

·  Bring the AFS form and attached course descriptions back in a sealed envelope.  

· Create an instructions page that details (won't fit on current form) 


a) what the student should do 


b) school official should do  


c) teacher should do

· Student needs to be able to print and hand in the "Hosting Fact" page that is currently housed in GL

· Word the note at the bottom differently, as it could come across to schools like the kids don't really need this. Run by a lawyer. 

· 1) Create a section at the bottom that requires an explanation of the grading system --


Example Questions:


In your school/country what grade(s) is considered exceptional____








  


    the median____









                  passing____ 

· 2) Make the current Academic Record Form the cover page, and a fillable form

· Some places don't do transcripts- we can't change that 

· A lot of these kids don't take this as seriously as they should.  But it's the parents that worry about it- make sure the parents are getting the form and updates about OSC as well

· How do we impress upon them the importance of getting this handled before they go?

Rollover Notes about working with schools and students on school credit

· If we give them something to work with, they will grant credit.  They need to give something to the state- prove to the state that this qualifies for credit.  

· We need to be aware that there is enough variety from school to school that you can't say "if this country, then this.  If this country, then that."  


- a selling point to also focus on is that if you can't get credit, AFSers who do a gap program have appreciated using that time to have their mind broadened

· Floyd will create flow chart after taking a look at the results of the survey, send out to us via email for feedback

future meetings: 

· Jen Peck wants us to remember  we could also pursue the testing angle for college credit, look at that effort as well. Should we incorporate this into future surveys that get sent out?

· Getting word out about the new school credit page- Let vols know several times about this new service on the website.  

Running List of what tools we need to get up on the school credit webpage or create for schools. 


- need to work on the credit form 


- Common denominators (info collected from schools, through the AT sending coords)


- flow chart


- suggestions about starting this process earlier.  Plan ahead more.  If you're looking at AFS,this is something you'll want to consider:


- when it comes to core courses (like history)- make a suggestion about things that can be switched around.  When do you want to go? What classes would you normally 

take that year?  Can you take it earlier? later?


- Links to education dept websites? If yes, put in both the parents and schools section. ex: Indiana dept of education- how they handle the credit issue. 


- links to program information pages?


- keep the layout and design in mind when doing this-  make it easy to use


- School Credit Promise Letter (from Anne Davis in GPS, now on the google group doc list)


-  "hear are some potential ways to get around the roadblocks" page (ex: take an online class before you go, take a extra courses after you are back)


- Combine some of this info into a "school handbook"  Give it to the schools and say “Here is what we know and you can develop credit policies from here.”  My (Ann Ruhman's) 

  reason for being here was that I was approached by my home district superintendent about developing a policy.  So schools are looking for direction.  Let’s give it to them.  Make 

  this one more reason to go with AFS.

