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Pre-departure and Orientation Information
Partner Country Contact Information:

Country: GHA                                                 

Staff Contact: DINA NYARKO

1. Please describe what participants can expect to happen upon arrival.

a.       Who will meet the participants at the airport? Volunteers and staff.
b. Where will they be met at the airport?  In front of the “Arrival Hall.”

c. How will the participants recognize the AFS volunteers meeting them at the airport? Volunteer and staff will wear AFS Tee Shirts, they will also hold the placard with AFS symbol on it. 
d. How will the participants get to the orientation site? Bus.
2. Describe what the orientation will be like. Please answer the following questions:

a. Where will the orientation take place? In a hostel located in Accra.
b. Will participants get a tour of the city during the orientation? YES.
c. How long is the orientation? Team Mission – Two days. Year Program, YES, CS – Four days.
d. In what language(s) will the orientation be conducted? English.
e. Will there be language instructions at the orientation? YES
f. What type of activities will happen during orientation? 

· Presentations on Countries. 

· City tour.

· Briefing sessions on staying healthy in Ghana, educational system in Ghana etc.
g. Should participants prepare a cultural activity or bring a costume for the orientation? YES, there will be a cultural activity, participants are advised to bring along cultural costumes and prepare a cultural activity. 
h. What materials should participants bring them to orientation?
· Gifts Items (State Flags, books etc)
· Cultural costumes.
· Name tags.
· Presentations on countries. (Participants will do a presentation on certain topics such as government, education, health & economy regarding the States or countries they are coming from. In the case of Team Mission presentations will be done by group leaders.)

3. Will participants have access to their luggage during the arrival orientation? YES. 

4. Will participants need to pack a separate bag for orientation? Should they pack a towel? They don’t need to pack separately for the orientation because they will have access to their whole luggage during the orientation. Some of the items can be used after the orientation. They can pack items such as towel, sponge, tooth brush, tooth paste, sanitary pads for ladies.
5.  Will there be participants from other AFS partners attending the orientation?  YES. If so, from what countries and approximately how many participants?

Year Program:

           Belgium Flanders (7)
                             

           Denmark (1)

Community Service:                        Belgium Flanders/French

                    Austria
                           Germany

6. Will participants need money during the orientation? YES.
7.    Will participants have a chance to exchange money between the time of arrival and the end of orientation? YES. We usually arrange for an official from a forex bureau to change money for participants. This will be done this year.

8.     Will participants have access to a telephone which can accommodate long distance calls by using a phone card? Will there be internet access?  I will advise participants to bring their own phones or purchase phones in Ghana soon after arrival. They can purchase units on the phones and make long distance calls.  We will also arrange for participants to check their mails either in the hostel or outside at their own cost during the orientation. After the orientation participants can check mails outside their homes or if their parents have access to internet they can check mails in the homes.
9. How will the participants travel to their host families and when?
Some participants would be picked-up by host families and others would have to go by public transport.

· Year Program:  4 days after arrival orientation
· Youth Exchange & Study:  4 days after arrival orientation
· Team Mission:  Two days after arrival.
· Community Service: 4 days after arrival orientation.
10.  What are some additional resources participants should review to prepare themselves for arrival and / or orientation? Please include materials, websites, books etc that student could read in preparation for departure.
Recommended Reading & Websites:

· “A New Geography of Ghana” by K. Dickson, G. Benneh & R. Essah.

Publisher: Longman.

· “Ghana in Retrospect” by Bishop Peter K. Sarpong

Publisher: Ghana Publishing Corporation

· “The Dilemma of a Ghost” by Ama Atta Aidoo

Publisher: Longman. 

· http://www.ghana.gov.gh

· http://www.ghanaweb.com

· http://www.myjoyonline.com
11. How soon after orientation does school begin, if applicable?
Normally, it depends on the arrival date of the participants. It could take for example one month, three –two weeks or even one week.

12. Any other useful information? 
· Year Program – Open an account in Ghana and have natural parents transfer money into the account. Visa cards etc are sometimes difficult to use.

· They can rely on “Western Union”, “Moneygram”, and “Vigo” etc for remittances from natural parents.
· Team Mission participants are particularly advised to go for “Western Union”, “Moneygram”, and “Vigo” etc for remittances from natural parents,
· Participants should bring decent clothing.
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