AFS USA Diversity Committee Meeting Minutes – October 19, 2010
Attendance: Darin Smith-Gaddis, Carrie Jacobs, Jim Laden, Mary Ann Nation, Jose Ruiz-Salas, Elmer Woods, Kate Woods 

Absent: Megan Shook, Betsy Uribe

1. Chair vote – José Ruiz-Salas

Hope for the committee: Would like members to identify research projects that inspire and motivate them, eventually finding common threads that we will and put together in a report for the NVA. Move beyond a advisory group to a working group. 

Unanimous vote for Jose as chair.
2. Determine weekend for face-to-face meeting (Dec 3rd – 5th)

Jim Laden planning logistics

December 3rd – 5th in Portland

3. Volunteer application questions – Due to Julie Baker by Nov 15th. 
Jose sent questions to the Advisory Groups (HAG & SAGE) for their input. Volunteers are concerned the questions are off-putting. Sue Poet had input regarding how the questions would read on the sending application. At this point, we’re only talking about the volunteer application. 
Question from Darrin: Did we decide to attach the questions to the volunteer application with an option to opt out? – Yes

Darrin – Sponsored programs staff interested in collecting information on cultural background. This would aide in identifying cultural coaches to help prepare students (We did talk about this on one our last calls – Kate). We could use the information to help develop a presence in communities w/ large immigrant populations. Immigration status? How many of our participants (volunteer, host families) are foreign born. Citizenship is different than the information Darrin is interested in collecting. 
If we had this information we could tap those individuals to bridge communities where we have little to no presence. 
Others things that might be intereting to understanding about our current volunteers: languages the person speaks, lived abroad and in what communities, and time spent travelling.
Carrie talking to Julie about privacy issues around the volunteer app, can we block out certain questions? As well as open ended questions.

Religion question – Should we broaden the criteria, change it to Protestant or Catholic. Can we make this open ended? If not we’ll keep it broad.

4. Overview of research plans – NC conference call. Please submit by the end of October

Carrie – demographics. Why are certain regions/AT/Chapters doing better than others? What trends are apparent?

Jose – Working on the sending demographics. We’re not collecting this information in GL. 

Alex – FOA – trying to make his research in-line with his new position working with scholarships.

Mary Ann & Megan working together – African American student experience. Focus groups

Kate – Re-focusing attention. We’re looking at the obstacles impeding our growth with FOA and partnerships with CBOs. Socio-economic diversity. Research method - Focus groups. Putting together a marketing proposal for later down the line. 

How inclusive is AFS to certain groups?

Hosting presence lacking on the committee – Who could we include?
